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Benjamin Masoyan, 32° KCCH
Wise Master

Chapter of Rose Croix
Greetings Brethren,

As the Valley of Pasadena extends a warm welcome to 
Illustrious Frank Loui, 33° Sovereign Grand Inspector 
General in the Orient of California, we find ourselves 
reflecting on the profound significance of this visit, 
particularly as it coincides with the Fourth of July 
celebrations. This moment offers a unique opportunity 
to honor the rich heritage of the Scottish Rite of 
Freemasonry and to celebrate the values of liberty, 
brotherhood, and education that both the holiday and 
the Masonic tradition uphold.

Illustrious Frank Loui’s presence in Pasadena is a testament to his distinguished 
career and unwavering dedication to Freemasonry. As Sovereign Grand Inspector 
General, Frank Loui has exemplified leadership, integrity, and a deep commitment 
to the Masonic principles of wisdom, strength, and beauty. His visit serves as an 
inspiration to Masons and the broader community alike, reminding us of the 
enduring relevance of these principles in our daily lives.

Under Frank Loui’s guidance, the Scottish Rite in California has flourished, 
emphasizing the importance of Masonic education, charitable endeavors, and the 
fostering of brotherly love. His visit to Pasadena is not just a ceremonial occasion 
but a moment to engage with these ideals, to reflect on their importance, and to 
reinvigorate our collective commitment to the betterment of society.

The Fourth of July stands as a beacon of freedom and independence, a day when 
Americans come together to celebrate the birth of their nation. This celebration 
is deeply intertwined with Masonic values, as many of the Founding Fathers were 
themselves Freemasons. Their vision of a nation built on the principles of liberty, 
equality, and justice resonates with the core tenets of the Scottish Rite.

The Scottish Rite, known for its intricate degrees and profound philosophical 
teachings, encourages members to strive for personal and intellectual growth. 
This pursuit of knowledge and moral uprightness is mirrored in the spirit of the 



Fourth of July, which honors the pursuit of a just and enlightened society. As 
we welcome Illustrious Frank Loui, we are reminded of the shared heritage that 
binds us and the collective journey towards greater understanding and unity.

Pasadena, with its rich cultural history and vibrant community, provides an ideal 
setting for this celebration. The local Scottish Rite bodies will undoubtedly host 
events that blend the festive spirit of Independence Day with the solemnity and 
reflection characteristic of Masonic gatherings. These events might include public 
lectures on the historical connections between Freemasonry and American 
independence, community service projects, and gatherings that reinforce the 
bonds of brotherhood.

Illustrious Frank Loui’s visit presents an opportunity for Masons in Pasadena 
to showcase their dedication to these values. It is a chance to engage with the 
community, to educate and inspire, and to demonstrate the positive impact of 
Masonic principles in action. The Fourth of July serves as a poignant backdrop 
for this celebration, highlighting the alignment between the ideals of the nation 
and those of the Scottish Rite.

As we welcome Illustrious Frank Loui, we also look to the future, considering 
how the lessons of the past and the challenges of the present can shape a brighter 
tomorrow. The Scottish Rite, with its emphasis on continuous learning and 
ethical leadership, offers a roadmap for this journey. Under Loui’s leadership, we 
can anticipate continued growth and a renewed focus on the core Masonic values 
that guide us.

This visit is an invitation to all Masons and members of the community to 
recommit to these values, to seek knowledge, to support one another, and to 
contribute to the greater good. It is a reminder that the principles celebrated on 
the Fourth of July—liberty, equality, and justice—are not just historical ideals but 
living commitments that we must uphold every day.

The Valley of Pasadena is honored to welcome Illustrious Frank Loui, Sovereign 
Grand Inspector General in the Orient of California, during this momentous 
time. His visit, coinciding with the Fourth of July celebrations, offers a unique 
opportunity to reflect on the intertwined legacies of American independence and 
Masonic heritage. As we celebrate this occasion, let us remember the values that 
bind us, the lessons that guide us, and the vision for a brighter future that inspires 
us all.

Benjamin Masoyan, 32º KCCH
Wise Master, Chapter of Rose Croix

Wise Master, Continued...
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Narbeh Bagdasarian, 32°

Commander
Council of Kadosh

My brothers,

This being my second message as the Commander 
of Council of Kadosh, I will continue with the 
ongoing theme which I introduced in my first 
message, i.e., the influence of Scottish Rite of 
Freemasonry.  In my first message, I discussed the 
importance of Scottish Rite Degrees; today, I will 
focus on how the Degrees benefit our Fraternity in 
general.

As we all know, Freemasonry does not necessarily need the Scottish Rite 
Degrees to function, as the core principles and structure of Freemasonry are 
rooted in the three foundational Degrees of Blue Lodge Masonry.  Without 
being a member of the Scottish Rite, a Mason can still be a valuable member 
of the Fraternity and provide valuable service to the community.  However, 
the Scottish Rite Degrees play a significant role in enriching and expanding 
the Masonic experience for those who seek deeper knowledge and more 
profound engagement with Masonic teachings.  Here are three main reasons 
why I believe the Scottish Rite Degrees are valuable for our Fraternity:

First, the Scottish Rite Degrees provide deeper insights into Masonic 
philosophy, symbolism, and morality.  The degrees of the Scottish Rite are 
thus designed to impart more advanced moral and ethical lessons through 
allegory and symbolism.  Each Degree teaches specific principles that 
encourage members to lead virtuous lives and uphold higher moral standards.
Second, the Scottish Rite delves into historical and philosophical contexts 
that enrich our overall understanding of the broader human quest for 
knowledge and truth. This helps members appreciate the historical roots and 
intellectual heritage of Freemasonry.  Through its elaborate and dramatic 

Continued on next page
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Master of Kadosh, continued....

rituals, the Scottish Rite provides members with a profound and engaging 
experience that reinforces the teachings of the Degrees.

Third, the Scottish Rite fosters a strong sense of community and brotherhood 
among its members. Through meetings, events, charitable activities, and 
collaborative efforts, Scottish Rite Masons form stronger and more lasting 
bonds and support each other in their personal and professional lives.  By 
participating in the Scottish Rite, members have opportunities for intellectual 
growth and personal development. The teachings and activities encourage 
critical thinking, self-reflection, and a commitment to lifelong learning.  
Furthermore, the Scottish Rite emphasizes the importance of leadership and 
service, both within the Masonic fraternity and in the wider community. 
Members are encouraged to take on leadership roles and to apply Masonic 
principles in their daily lives.

Thus, the Scottish Rite is important for Freemasonry because it provides 
advanced education, moral and ethical instruction, rich historical and 
philosophical context, and opportunities for personal growth and community 
service. These aspects contribute to the overall mission of Freemasonry to 
promote enlightenment, virtue, and brotherhood among its members.

These reasons explain and justify why we should introduce the Scottish 
Rite, promote its teachings, and encourage fellow Masons to join.  While all 
Masonic concordant bodies and organizations offer valuable teachings and 
present tremendous benefits to their members, the Scottish Rite is unique 
due to its structure, teachings, and influence.

I submit to you, my brothers, that we have a responsibility, not only to 
ourselves but to our fraternity in general, to encourage participation in the 
Scottish Rite.  Be an ambassador of the Scottish Rite and invite and encourage 
Masons to take their Masonic journey to new heights by joining the Scottish 
Rite, and to connect with a network of brothers who are committed to the 
highest ideals of Freemasonry.

Narbeh Bagdasarian, 32º
Commander, Council of Kadosh
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The Secretary’s Desk
Ill. Ronald W. Alcorn III, 33º

Last weekend we had 40 candidates complete 
their 18th degree at the 2nd phase of our 
2024 reunion class in memory of Ill. Rees W. 
Padfield 33°.

On our July 12th Stated Meeting we will be 
honoring Ill. Frank Loui 33° Sovereign Grand 
Inspector General. 

At the August Stated meeting we will be 
presenting Ill. Merrick R. Hamer 33° with the Roy J. Henville award.

The next part of our reunion will be on August 10th for the 19° through 
26°, if you are a recommender for a candidate please be here with them as 
they continue on thier journey in the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry.

If you will be attending the reunion on August 10th be sure to call the 
office and let us know so we don’t run out of food.

Ronald W. Alcorn III, 33°, General Secretary
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The P.R.’s Corner
Ill. Gregory J. Gabriel, 33º

The Good Old Summertime

The weather is heating up. The odor of outdoor Bar-B-Que 
fills the air. Hawaiian shirts are the uniform of the day. Fam-
ilies are going on well-deserved vacations. And the lazy days 
of summer are upon us. But we at the Scottish Rite are just 
as busy as ever. 

The second round of our Rees Padfield Reunion is under-
way with thirty-eight candidates to receive the degrees of the 
Chapter of Rose Croix. The degree teams are working hard, 
and I hope that you will take advantage of the opportunity to support your brother ma-
sons as they present these degrees. Remember, reunions are not just for the candidates, 
they are for all of us to re-live and to learn from.

The remodeling of the dining room is about to commence, marking the last phase of 
the five-year remodel plan. Once completed, we will be ready for the 100th anniversary 
of our Pasadena home. A place we can all be proud of. A place we will be pleased and 
delighted to pass on to future generations of Scottish Rite Masons. A shining jewel in 
our community for all to use and admire. 

Speaking of which, the 100th anniversary committee is hard at work preparing for the 
celebration in February 2025. If you are interested in serving on the committee, please 
contact the committee chair, Honorable Jeff Yeats. After all, “many hands make light 
work!”

Summer is also the time we welcome our Sovereign Grand Inspector General, Illustri-
ous Frank Loui, 33° and his boss Jeanie. They will grace our Valley at the July dinner and 
stated meeting. Please come out, enjoy a wonderful meal and hear the inspiring words of 
our S.G.I.G. I can guarantee Illustrious Loui will not bore us with a long-winded speech. 
He is a man of few words but can make a powerful impact when he has something to say.

Lastly, remember to make your dinner reservations for July and August and do not for-
get to go through your closet to find that Hawaiian shirt you want to show off. It is just 
not summer if you show up in a suit and tie. After all, this is Southern California. We 
have an image to maintain.

Have a wonderful summer and we will see you at the Rite.

Gregory J. Gabriel, 33°
Personal Representative of the S.G.I.G. in California
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2024 Ill. Rees W. Padfield 33° Memorial Class 

19th thru 26th degrees - Saturday, August 10, 2024
 7:30 AM  Continental Breakfast
 8:30 AM Class Start
 9:00 AM Degrees Start Lunch provided around noon
 5:00 PM Closing (Approx)

27th thru 29th degrees - Saturday, September 14, 2024
 7:30 AM  Continental Breakfast
 8:30 AM Class Start
 9:00 AM Degrees Start Lunch provided around noon
 5:00 PM Closing (Approx)

30th thru 32nd degrees - Saturday, October 19, 2024
 7:30 AM  Continental Breakfast
 8:30 AM Class Start
 9:00 AM Degrees Start Lunch provided around noon
 5:00 PM Closing (Approx)
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July/August Dinner Menus
Stated Meeting on July 12th

Cheese & Crackers
Southwestern Salad

Baby Back Ribs
Roasted Corn
Baked Beans
Cornbread

Apple Pie A La Mode

Last Day for reservations: Wednesday, July 10th at 2pm

Stated Meeting on August 2nd

Hamburger and Hot Dog Buffet
Potato Salad

Relishes 
Brownies A La Mode

Last Day for reservations: Wednesday, July 31st at 2pm

 Number of Reservations at $20.00 Per Person..................
Fish or Vegetarian on request only when making reservation.

Remember - a reservation made is a reservation paid.
mary@pasadenascottishrite.org or 626-795-4213 Ext: 101
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Knights of the Double Eagle Program

Points submitted and approved as of June 30th

Ron Alcorn III  6625
Ohannes Antabian  6975
Giuseppe Ariola  3000
Robert Artinian  1800
Rick Baca   350
Sebouh Badoyan  1150
Joel Castro  0
Shaunt Der-Grigorian 1100
Gregory Gabriel  75
Gallen Hernandez 0
Kenneth Hoerricks  2250
Scott Huard   0
Steven Klein  425
Keith Kramer   0
Ara Maloyan   3925
Leonard Manoukian 0
Simon McIlroy  700
Maxim Mironenko 150

Timothy O’Hair  4250
TJ Oliva   100
Ronald Perez   150
William Rogers 1925
William Rook   1150
Herair Rostamian 0
Roland Sanchez  4600
Michael Schneider 1275
Michael Smith  12000
John Thorpe   3425
Oliver Torrealba Torres 0
Keith White  25
Joseph Whittington 0
Bill Witten  700
Zach Wolfe  0
Jonathan Dru Wood  3850
Dennis Yen   0

Please contact any of the committee members with inquiries:
Honorable Robert Artinian (robertartinian@gmail.com) 
Brother John S.C. Thorpe (j.s.c.thorpe@gmail.com) 
Illustrious Ron Alcorn (ron@pasadenascottishrite.org) and
Illustrious Gregory Gabriel (gregoryjgabriel@gmail.com), 

 https://www.de32.org/

Thank you in advance for your participation. 

Sincerely & fraternally,

KDE Committee
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A Sponsor's Responsibility
For every petitioner for the degrees of Scottish Rite Degrees there 
is a Scottish Rite Mason who is his sponsor on whom rests the re-
sponsibility for proper training of the petitioner. The Scottish Rite 
Mason who signs the petition has a responsibility that does not end 
with their signature on the petition. If you invited a guest to a gath-
ering at your home, you make sure that he meets all of your guest 
and is made welcome and comfortable. Isn't the man whom you 
recommend Scottish Rite Freemasonry entitled to the same cour-
tesy? As his sponsor, is it not your duty to assist him with his work 
and take an interest in his progress? It seems to us that it is, and 
that you should see to it that he fully understands the fine lessons 
of our degrees. If you recommend a man to the Scottish Rite, satisfy 
yourself that he is receiving that for which you recommended  him. 
To do so is but a Masonic courtesy and it is your duty as a Scottish 
Rite Mason.

IN MEMORIAM
Roy Powell, Sr.

Joseph A Kemp Lodge No. 1287, Kansas
March 26, 2020

Arman Ekmekcyan
San Marino Lodge No. 408

May 10, 2024

Vernon Dandridge
Atwater-Larchmont Tila Pass Lodge

May 28, 2024

May Almighty God, in his infinite mercy,
Grant that we may meet again, to part no more.
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Reception Honoring

Ill. Frank Loui, 33°

 

Sovereign Grand Inspector General
Orient of California

Friday, July 12, 2023
6:00 PM
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Mission Statement
It is the mission of the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, SJ, to improve it members and enhance the 

communities in which they live by teaching and emulating the principles of Brotherly Love, Tolerance, 
Charity, and Truth while actively embracing high social, moral, and spiritual values including fellowship, 

compassion, and dedication to God, family and country.

Strategic Objectives
Fulfill the promise of additional Masonic knowledge through education and training.

Build a Positive Public Image of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite.
Support and expand our philanthropic activities.

Provide a framework for effective leadership to ensure the stability and long-term success of the Fraternity.
Provide a financial process to ensure the stability and long-term success of the Fraternity

Scottish Rite Creed
Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought our supreme wish, freedom of conscience our mission, and 

the guarantee of equal rights to all people everywhere our ultimate goal.

Master Craftsman Online College & Leadership Academy. 
https://mastercraftsmancollege.org/

That’s right: Master Craftsman is 
now ONLINE! Since its inception 
in 2009, the Scottish Rite Master 
Craftsman education program has 
been a leading source for Masonic 
education, not only here in the 
Southern Jurisdiction, but also 
across the globe.

Ill. Rees W. Padfield 33° Memorial Class members 
who received their 14th degree rings on June 29th.



Saint John the Baptist and John the Evangelist are known as the 
patron saints of Freemasonry.  But why?

By John L. Cooper, PGM. 

Freemasonry has many unexplained mysteries in its ritual, one of 
which is the reference to the “Holy Saints John.” It comes in the 
monitorial lecture of the Entered Apprentice degree. Candidates are 
told that Masonic lodges are dedicated to Saint John the Baptist and 
Saint John the Evangelist. Together, they represent the patron saints 
of Freemasonry.

The opening words of the Gospel of St. John are: “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.”  
We know that in the 17th and 18th century, the “Mason Word” was 
a very important secret given to the newly obligated Mason.  

The “Mason Word” gave members of the fraternity access to all 
the privileges of Freemasonry. For “operative” stonemasons, that 
included access to work. The Gospel of St. John may have been cho-
sen for the obligation because of the symbolic connection between 
the “Mason Word” and the “Word” in the opening verse of the 
gospel.
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Continued on next page



This connection was so important that Masons in that era were 
sometimes referred to as “St. John’s Masons.” In some tilers’ regis-
ters from the 18th century, visitors would put “St. John’s Mason” 
after their name. From that, we can extrapolate that the connection 
to the “Holy Saints John” in the Masonic ritual originated with St. 
John the Evangelist. And we can assume that the reference to St. 
John the Baptist  as the second patron saint of Freemasonry came 
later. None of this can be proven, of course. 

These “St. John’s Masons” did not leave us any records about why 
they adopted that name, or why they adopted the two Johns as the 
patron saints of Freemasonry. But I think this is as good a guess as 
any. 

John L. Cooper III served as Grand Master of the Masonic Grand 
Lodge of California in 2013–2014. He had previously served as 
Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge for seventeen years, retiring 
in 2008. He has also served as senior councilor of the Southern 
California DeMolay Association and is an honorary member of the 
International Supreme Council. Ph.D. in Education from Clare-
mont Graduate University in Claremont, California, and spent 25 
years in public school teaching and administration. Much of his 
Masonic career has involved researching and writing on the history 
and symbolism of Freemasonry.

Bibliographical source:
Book/Web Publication: John L. Cooper, PGM Why Is St. John 
the Patron Saint of Freemasonry?. CALIFORNIA FREEMASON: 
1111 California Street, San Francisco, CA 94108, United States; 
2023/06/20.
URL: https://californiafreemason.
org/2023/06/20/patron-saint/).

Research, Summary by: 
Brother Oliver A. Torrealba, M:. M:., 32° KSA.
Knight of the Council of Nine / Knight of Her-
aldry & Regalia. 
KSA-Pasadena Scottish Rite.
(Past-Chieftain KSA-Long Beach Scottish Rite)

Library Treasures, continued...
Pasadena Scottish Rite Bulletin 17
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Women’s Association News

Gentlemen, thank you for sharing this newsletter with your lady

Dear Ladies,

Summer has indeed arrived with many warm to hot days mixed with relaxed 
schedules, and hopefully some fun getaways with family and friends.

The Scottish Rite meetings, of course, will continue through the summer as 
usual.  In July there will be a special visitation evening for Frank Loui and 
In August there will be the coveted presentation for the recipient of the 
Roy Henvile Award recognizing this year’s very outstanding Scottish Rite 
member.  Come see who will receive this great honor!

The next newsletter will return in September.  The attire for the summer 
is casual.  The ladies will, as usual, meet upstairs in our lovely lounge after 
dinner, while the men attend their business meeting.

Be safe, be healthy, and hope you all enjoy your summer!

Sincerely,

Lynda Lockhart, President

Visit us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/PasadenaAASR
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Pasadena Childhood Language Center

  

Meghri Habashian
Office Coordinator

Donations may be made by a group, an organization, a couple, or an 
individual. They may be made In Honor of…, In Memory of…, as a 
member of the 365 Club, or as Friends of the Center. All donors are 
recognized in the bulletin. 

Thank You to Our June 2024 Donors
365 Club 

Frank Barbano, Bill Rook

Memorials

In Honor of

Friends of the Center
Curtis Atkins

Chen Chi Hsu Sung
Elvan Moen

Remember when making donations please make checks payable 
to “California Scottish Rite Foundation” and put Pasadena on the 
memo line.
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Official Publication of the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, 

Southern Jurisdiction of the USA, Valley 
of Pasadena and Coordinate Bodies

Gregory J. Gabriel, 330     Personal Representative

Officers of the Pasadena Bodies
Lodge of Perfection

Robert S. Artinian, 320 KCCH
Venerable Master

Chapter of Rose Croix
B. Benjamin Masoyan, 320  KCCH

Wise Master
Council of Kadosh

Narbeh Bagdasarian, 320

Commander
Consistory

Joel E. Castro, 320 KSA
Master of Kadosh

All Bodies
Jeffrey W. Yates, 320 KCCH Almoner
Miles H. Bresee III, 320 KCCH Treasurer
Ronald W. Alcorn III, 330 Secretary
Keith D. Kramer, 320 KSA  Asst. to Secretary
Stephen R. Miller, 320 KCCH Organist
Wayne R. Sauer, 320 KSA Tiler

aaaaaaaaaaaaaa

Scottish Rite Calendar
Keep Friday Nights for Scottish Rite

Dress is Casual in July and August

JULY

Thursday, July 4 & 5
Independence Day - Office Closed 

Friday, July 12
4:30PM Cathedral Board
6:00PM Reception Honoring
  Frank Loui SGIG
6:30PM Dinner
8:00PM Stated Meeting
 Chapter of Rose Croix in Charge
 Women’s Association

Saturday, July 13
10:00AM Knights of Saint Andrew

Saturday, July 27
10:00AM Discussion Group

Wednesday, July 31
7:00PM PR’s Executive Meeting*
Deadline for September Bulletin articles! 

AUGUST

Friday, August 2
4:30PM Cathedral Board
6:00PM Social
6:30PM Dinner
7:30PM  Henville Award Presentation
  Ill, Merrick R. Hamer, 330

8:00PM Stated Meeting
 Council of Kadosh in Charge
 Women’s Association

Saturday, August 10
2024 Reunion continues (see page 7)
19th-26th Degrees

Tuesday, August 13
7:30PM Master & Wardens Meeting*

Saturday, August 24
10:00AM Discussion Group

Wednesday, August 28
7:00PM PR’s Executive Meeting*


